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Bush Tan ned, Rested and Ready for Washington 


By Patricia Wi 

CRAWFORD, 
Washington on 
violence. 


As clearing bn| 
and an Oval 0 
lot of work to 


sh, bass fishing and CIA briefings on the front porch give way to dealing with a fractious Congress 
Fice desk piled high, Bush said he is looking forward to returning to the White House where he has "a 
do." 


' Our batteries 


fe 


Apart from a 
entire month o 
against stubboj 


w brief forays into other states to keep his agenda on the front-burner. Bush has spent almost the 
i his 1,600 acre ranch in central Texas where he says he is in his "element" wielding a chainsaw 
n underbrush and running in 100 degree temperatures. 


"Life is a seriej: 
look forward 


After spending 
retreat in the 


Bush faces unfi 
foreign policy 
and a Novemb 


NEW BUDGE T PICTURE 


While Bush w; 
slumping econ 


Democrats are 
defense and & 


son 


Texas (Reuters) - Tanned, rested and ready after 26 days away. President Bush heads back to 
Thursday to confront a budget crunch, a gloomy economic outlook and an explosion in Middle East 


are charged," he told an American Legion convention in San Antonio on Wednesday. 


s of contrasts and I will miss Crawford," he said. "But I also know I can do my job from here and I 
getting back to Washington and getting to work." 


to 


Thursday night and Friday at the White House, Bush planned to go to Camp David, the presidential 
Maryland mountains, for the weekend. On Monday, Labor Day, he travels to Michigan and Wisconsin. 


nished business on the budget and other parts of his domestic agenda as well as challenges in the 
arena, from how to deal with escalating violence between Israelis and Palestinians to ties with China 
r summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 


as away, the budget picture changed as new estimates showed his $1.35 trillion tax cut and the 
amy eating into the surplus outside Social Security. 


demanding the Republican president explain how he can now afford his tax cut and pay for increased 
ducation spending without breaking his vow not to dip into the retirement system's funds. 


Bush's answers so far have been to circle the wagons around the tax cut, declaring it the "right prescription" for the 

































ailing economy 
passed to keep 


and to warn Congress against going hog-wild" when it debates the 13 spending bills that must be 
:he federal government running. 


I return to W; 
At the same 


ashington ... ready to make my case and ready to work with folks on both sides of the aisle," he said, 
he signaled he would be no pushover, saying: "We didn't come to rubber stamp the status quo." 


time. 


ish 1 


Also high on B 
Democrats insist 

"Free trade is th 
step," Commerce 


Bush will have 
patients' bill of 
faith-based groi 


s taff meetings on Friday to put the final touches on plans to sell his fall agenda which also includes a 
rights, prescription drug benefits for the elderly and his initiative to allow more federal support for 
ps that do social work. 


HAVE AGENDA WILL TRAVEL 


"I'll do more tr 
said he also wo 
gridlock on Caplitol Hill. 


aveling this fall, speaking about my agenda and the values behind it," Bush said. White House aides 
lid step up visits with congressional leaders, both Democratic and Republican, in an effort to prevent 


On the internal 
next week. In Sfa 
month to China 


ional 


nr 


During Bush's 
Israelis and Palelsi 


Bush spoke to I 
the best framewb 
period and confii 


In November, 
missile defense 
systems. 


Pji 


In the meantime 
absence, "presi 


s list this autumn is convincing Congress to give him broad new trade negotiating authority, 
on conditions for labor and the environment. 


e second pillar of the Bush economic recovery plan, and trade promotion authority is its critical first 
Secretary Don Evans said. 


front, one of Bush's first items of business is a state visit from Mexico's President Vicente Fox 
ptember, he will go to the opening of the U.N. General Assembly in New York and the following 


onth-long working vacation. Middle East violence skyrocketed, but he has stuck to his position that 
tinians must resolve to stop it, with extra emphasis on the Palestinians. 


raeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon from Crawford and he restated to reporters the U.S. stance that 
rk for progress was former U.S. Sen. George Mitchell's report calling for a truce, a cooling-off 
dence-building measures leading to peace talks. 


itin will pay a visit to Bush's Prairie Chapel" ranch where they will try to resolve differences over a 
shield and the U.S. desire to withdraw from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty banning such 


;um: 


Bush told reporters he would be back in the Oval Office, which has been getting a face-lift in his 
ing they've got the refurbishing complete." 
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U.S. Reaches Accord on Endangered Species -NYT 


NEW YORK 
and animal spebi 


In exchange, a 
court orders 


(Reuters) - The Bush administration Wednesday promised quick action to protect 29 vanishing plant 
“ ies > includin g some on the verge of extinction, the New York Times reported on Thursday. 

coalition of environmental groups agreed not to demand the government's immediate compliance with 
ecting a few other species, the report said. 


aff< 


The arrangeme 
endangered sp€» 
disease, predate 


The report said 
overwhelmed 


by 


til 


According to 
and the Mississi 
County, Miss. 


The federal gov 
by about 50 spc 
listing nine sped 


According to tl 
listed, and that 


The wildlife seijvi 
Interior and Just 


The groups invi 
Biodiversity Pr<]>j 



nt meant that the government, which had been directed to designate habitats for newly listed 

cies at the center of lawsuits, could divert the money to saving these 29 plant and animal species from 

'rs and bulldozers, the newspaper said. 


that last November, the agency said it had lost control of the protection process because it 
court orders. 


was 


e report, the animals that the wildlife service agreed to protect include the Chiricahua leopard frog 
ppi gopher frog, which once ranged across the Deep South but now exist in just one pond in Harrison 
Mother animal on the list is the pygmy rabbit, the smallest in the United States, the newspaper said. 


ernment listed 1,244 endangered species as of the end of last year. From 1996 to 2000, the list grew 
des a year and the last time the wildlife service added a species without a court order was on Dec 26 
: es of invertebrates in Bexar County, Texas. 


e report, since President Bush took office in January, only one species, the milk vetch plant has been 
was under a court order. 


ace said a formal settlement document must still be written and approved by the Departments of 
ice before it is presented to courts with jurisdiction over the cases, according to the newspaper. 


olved in the settlement were the Center for Biological Diversity, the Southern Appalachian 
‘ect and the California Native Plant Society, the Times reported. 
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Keep Spape Weapons-Free, UN Urges 

By Michael Christie 


SYDNEY (Reu|t 
down on earth 


ers) - The United Nations on Thursday urged President Bush to keep his plans for a missile shield 
and to preserve outer space for peace. 


Hitherto outer 
in outer space," 


"I believe it is v 
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space has been militarized we concede but not weaponized. There has been no placement of weapons 
said U.N. Under-Secretary General for disarmament affairs Jayantha Dhanapala in an interview. 

daily important that we should preserve outer space for peaceful purposes and the development of 
should in no way violate the present non-weaponized state of outer space," Dhanapala told Reuters 

ong-simmering U.S. plans to build a missile shield new impetus and says Washington intends to opt 
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty - the bedrock of nuclear stability through the Cold War. 


s says a missile shield would be aimed at "rogue" states such as North Korea and Iraq. 
f e alarmed China and Russia and raised fears even among U.S. allies that it could spark a new arms 


a National Missile Defense involves a mix of land- and sea-based and aircraft-borne systems to shoot 
missiles and is likely also to feature some role for space. 

commission chartered by Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld had endorsed a view that the 
ould seek total domination of space, indicating that could be a future direction of U.S. policy. 


SPACE WHIZ MILITARY CHIEF 


onth appointed an expert in computer and space warfare, General Richard Myers to head the 
L efs of Staff. 


,ar powers agreed in 1967 in the Outer Space Treaty not to place nuclear weapons in space. 


expressed more general reservations about the U.S. president's missile defense plans and his intention 
^ the ABM treaty. 























While U.N. m 
the treaty or m 


"It's going to 
Dhanapala said 


n e ^f r . Sta [ 6S h ^ th . e f ^ edom l ° decide on their own security arrangements, he said any abrogation of 
jltilateral push to build a missile shield could carry an "enormous cost." 

certainly according to the stated intentions of some countries lead to the production of more missiles," 


an 


'' So what we 
international 
nuclear weaporjs 


pea< 


China is alreadj 
Dhanapala said 
"My discussions 


High-ranking U 
explain the Bus 1 


modernizing its relatively small collection of around 20 intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

Beijing had made it clear to him that that process would be accelerated if Washington went ahead. 

with the Chinese, discussions I’ve had in Beijing and elsewhere, indicated this," he said. 

.S. officials have blitzed around the world to consult other countries over missile defense and to 
11 administration's point of view. 


The U.N. disarm; 


He also said he 
nuclear warhead 


But Dhanapala 
they were irrev* 


Home | Top 


Republic 3i 
Reute 


e going to see is perhaps an increase in tension...we are probably going to see a deterioration in the 
ce and security situation unless of course there is some kind of collective agreement among the 
states which will help to salvage the present situation." 


lament envoy welcomed the consultations, saying he hoped they led to agreements on disarmament. 

had taken note of a suggestion by Bush that the United States would be willing to unilaterally slash its 
s as part of a missile shield plan. 


said the United Nations preferred multilateral treaties to unilateral promises for the simple reason that 
ersible, and could be verified and legally enforced. 
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Bush CIos 


By Tom Doggett 


WASHINGTON 
wilderness to 
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oil 


The Senate Ener: 
opening the Arqt 
boost domestic 


A Reuters surve 
vote majority, b 

The committee 
are expected to 
of oil. 


However, even 
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e to Senate Panel Win for Alaska Drilling 


(Reuters) - President Bush is likely to win the first round in a Senate battle to open an Alaskan 
and natural gas drilling, according to a Reuters survey of key lawmakers. 


■fclSt^lw-iHiT 1 Tt t0 aPPr °, Ve a br ° ad Cnergy biH nGXt month that would include language 
National Wildlife Refuge to exploration. The issue is a cornerstone of the White House plan to 

energy supplies, but one that is heavily opposed by green groups and moderate lawmakers. 

y of the committee's 23 members this week showed the legislation would pass the panel by a one- 
ecause of two Democrats who are expected to vote for drilling and one Republican who opposes it. 

; due to resume debate on the energy bill in the second week of September. Republican lawmakers 
offer language that would allow drilling in the refuge, an area that could hold up to 16 billion barrels 


i f the president gets his way with the committee writing the bill, Arctic drilling still faces a tough fight 


o powerful lobbying forces against each other - organized labor and environmental groups. The 
erhood of Teamsters back drilling because it would create thousands of new jobs, while green 
g would jeopardize an area that is home to polar bears, caribou and other wildlife. 

stration claims only 2,000 acres of the refuge's 19 million acres would be directly affected by drilling 
one time, though the White House wants to open a total of 1.5 million acres to exploration. 

TS SET TO CROSS PARTY LINES 

^ai 12 . 06 " 10 ^ 8, Including committee chairman Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico, said they 
1 the Alaskan refuge. J 

> 11 Republicans said they will vote for opening the wilderness. 


•rtdrillinf-S iS ' iana ’ whose u Stateis , a ma j° r P roducer Of oil and natural gas, has broken ranks with 
rt drilling. She s come to the conclusion that it can be done - drilling in an environmentally safe 






































way — and she' 


’s indicating that she will support it," said spokesman Rich Masters. 


decide 


Landrieu 

August recess, 


However, Land 


"He is not inch 
to support pro 


Smith has not 
the govemmen; 


ruled out supporting drilling in the Arctic refuge in the future, but at the moment the senator believes 
i s ould promote more alternative energy sources and energy conservation measures, ShefFo said. 


Both Smith anc 
HAWAII SEN 


Landrieu are up for re-election next year. 
ATOR IS SWING VOTE 


Likely victory fbr 
spokesman Paul 


However, the s< 
influenced by tfji 
from the econo; 


jenator has previously voted for drilling in the refuge and his decision this time around will be 

e support for drilling given by the Inupiat Eskimo people that live in the refuge and would benefit 
mic development of the area, Cardus said. 


"It's traditional 
development an 
village in the re: 


To help secure 
open the refuge 

According to thb 
which earlier this 

Landrieu's office 
spokesman. 


Teamsters Union 
estimates would 


The drilling cam 3 
Caldwell said. " 


If the bill clears the 


Democrats Joe 
that allows drilliii 


Meanwhile, Repu 


"You've got sen 
be moot." 


d to back drilling in the refuge after discussing the issue with her 
he said. 


constituents during Congress' 


Irieu's vote in favor of drilling would be offset by Oregon Republican Gordon Smith's opposition. 
entiron V mmansIues thiS ° f Con8ress '" said Smi,h spokesman Joe ShefFo. Oregon voters tend 


the Bush administration will hinge on Democratic Daniel Akaka of Hawaii who, according to his 
Cardus, is officially undecided" on the issue. 5 


y their land," said Cardus, referring to the Inupiat Eskimos. "They support the economic 

1 exploration on it, and (Akaka) puts great credit in what they're advocating." Akaka has visited their 
iiijge. 


win in the Senate, Teamsters spokesman Bret Caldwell said the union was lobbying vigorously to 
He would not say which senators were targeted. 

Teamsters, their lobbying helped win over three dozen Democrats in the House of Representatives 
month passed energy legislation that would allow drilling in the refuge. 

has been contacted by "a steady stream of our friends in labor" to support drilling, said her 


HOFFA TO VISIT SENATORS 


President James Hoffa plans personal visits with senators to press for drilling which the 
create at least 25,000 Teamster jobs. 


union 


aign was as spirited as the union's drive to stop Mexican trucks from operating in the United States 
They are equally important... These are two of the most important issues this union can face," he said. 

energy committee with pro-drilling language, it faces an even tougher fight on the Senate floor, 
hg hi the'refuge 0 ™ 6 ^ 01 ^ of Massachusetts have vowe d to filibuster any legislation 


blican Ted Stevens of Alaska said he would block any bill that does not open the refiige. 
ftors threatening to filibuster regardless of what happens," said one congressional staffer. "It all may 



